this week, The Secret Admirer is: 


ee 


“ Aquarius- The gravity of Libra- Your path has many ~ 


your star is weakened, and 
you can break your orbit and 
wander. through space until 
you find another star if you 
want. This is a rare chance. 


Pisces- The world is mildly in 
love with you. this week, and 
if you tune your guitar cor- 
rectly, there's nothing you 
can't get with the proper 
song. Sing, you siren. 


Aries- You will connect with 
someone ina unique way 
this week--someone who 
shares a deep, strange, and 
defining characteristic that 
you don't often talk about. 


Taurus- A joyless ghost has 
been following you, slowly 
leaching on your spirit. Take 
emergency measures and 
look in your heart to find an 
‘appropriate ritual to cut free. 


Gemini- You are particularly 
empathic .and_ susceptible 
to other people's emotional 
magic and manipulations. 
Distance yourself from bossy 
negative assholes. 


Cancer- There is a fog of clut- 
ter about you. If it's things, do 
a big deep cleaning, prepar- 
ing your nest for winter. If it's 
people, turn off your phone 
and take a personal day. 


Leo- Choose your words 
carefully this week--they 
have an additional gravity 
and weight that can be used 
for good or evil. Both are val- 
id options, just be mindful. 


Virgo- A vague feeling of un- 
easiness that's been nagging 
at you since early September 
will dissipate, replaced by a 
foundation on which you can 
walk confidently forward. 


peculiar forks this week. The 
future is shrouded ina mist 
of potentialities. Each choice 
will lead to more choices. 
Leave a trail of bread crumbs. 


Scorpio- Get ready for some 
bullshit. The first half of the 
week looks annoying, but 
with a firm scraping of the 
knife, you may yet be able to 
make a good sandwich. 


Sagittarius- You will find 
great cohesion in groups. 
You may become the apex 
of a powerful new friendship 
between two good friends 
that you introduce. 


Capricorn- Take a moment 
to find the pause between 
inhaling and exhaling this 
week. Balancing productivity 
with resting will yield greater 
results in the long run. 


@The wild Arctic sea sponge has a 
lifespan of at least 10,000 years. @ 
Emma Morano, an Italian woman, 
was born in November of 1899, and 
is the oldest living person. @ A dog 
named Rocco found a truffle in Tus- 
cany, ay that weighed 3.3 pounds, 
and sold at auction for a record 
333,000 US dollars. @ A compre- 
hensive study in 2011 found that 
a single dose of psilocybin (magic 
mushrooms) negates some symp- 
toms of depression and causes 
people to be more open minded 
and understanding for roughly 14 
months. @ From 1991 to 2000, 90% 
of the world's LSD was produced 
by a single man: William Leonard 
Pickard. @ Hunter S. Thompson 
and Bill Murray invented a new 
sper that combined golf and skeet 
shooting, where 1 player would hit 


a ball and the other had to shoot it 
from the sky, and pitched their idea 
to ESPN, where Thompson was a 
writer at the time. @ The style of 
holding a handgun sideways origi- 
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nates in westerns where directors 
wanted to show the gun and the 
actors face in the same front-on 
shot. @ Camels were imported to 
the US in frontier times to aid in 
exploring the deserts of the South 
West. The main Camel Corps base 
was in Texas and was destroyed by 
the Confederacy during the civil 
war. The camels escaped into the 
desert, where they roamed wild 
and thrived for a time. The last pho- 
tograph of a wild camel in the US 
was taken in 1941, but some wit- 
nesses claim to have seen them in 
the distance as recently as 2000. @ 
Worldwide, preparing for Y2K bugs 
cost roughly 300 billion US dollars. 
@ The US Interstate Highway Sys- 
tem is the most expensive ongo- 
ing construction project of all time, 
costing over $450 billion to date. @ 
The entire US Interstate Highway is 
roughly 47,000 miles long, which is 
almost two trips around the entire 
Earth at the Equator. @ 
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are you interested in thinking about, 
leveraging, or challenging your 
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howling at you 
whenever 


The Secret Admirer's Guide to Internet Dating Questions or share a sadness or 
date 4 is way croosh weird life event. If THIS date goes 


well, outs close! bi hale you kiss 
or something, see how it feels. Maybe 


you're already banging, | dunno. You 


Resource Generation Philly is a group of 
young people with wealth and/or class 
privilege, working towards the redistri- 
bution of land, wealth, and power. 


So It’s October 
again and things 
are getting a little 


chilly. Maybe you 
have your sights set 
on finding a special 

new someone to 
stick in your bed so 
you can be a bit warmer while lay- 
ing on your side and binge watch- 
ing overrated television series from 
a laptop on your pillow. The first date 
is gonna suck. Sorry, that’s just the 
truth. You're gonna regret making the 
plan almost immediately and pray 
that they'll cancel last minute so you 
can go back to watching television 
in your bed. A good tip for the first 
date is to set a time limit before hand. 
Say, no matter how well this ends up 
going let’s only hang out for 2 hours 
max. That’s clean, and if you end up 
disliking them, you can simply vanish 
like a ghost or delete your profile and 
go back to watching television in your 
bed. Philadelphia is big; you probably 
won't see them again for awhile. 


So say that first thing went well. Set 
the second date for early afternoon or 
late morning. That way, if things start 
to go shittily, you won't be boxed in 
against the end of the night, your 
standards lowered and you heart hun- 
gry, walking hand and hand beneath 
sodium lights casting sharp shadows 
on the sparkling orange tar. If it does 
go all the way to the end of the night, 
cool. Good job. | hope you're having a 
lovely time. 


The third date is the experimental “ad- 
venture” date. Maybe you go on a tiny 
road trip or out to the Wissahickon for 
a bike ride, or maybe to a sports thing 
or a concert. Get Crazy! Be like, the 
most fun. By now you're comfortable 
enough that you don’t need some es- 
cape plan. Maybe you're comfortable 
enough to check your phone at din- 
ner without fearing they'll think you're 
basic. Maybe you ask some personal 


have your own pace. 


Now the fourth date is the big deal 
date. If this date goes well, you're kind 
of almost there with having a person! 
Here are a few suggestions that might 
appeal to you for a fourth date: 
1) Go to a cof- 
fee shop and 
sit at a table 
reading books 
independently. 
Feel their 
silence and let 
them feel yours. 
Maybe interject 
exceedingly 
sparingly with 
a funny pas- 
sage or a half- 
remembered 
joke. 
Maybe your legs touch under the ta- 
ble. Maybe you share a giant cookie 
or a pot of tea. When people look at 
you they'll think you're a couple. How 
does that feel? Do you like it? 


2) Climb on top of a parking deck, like 
the one at 40th and Walnut above the 
Fresh Grocer, and smoke a joint and 
look at what stars the Philadelphia 
light mess allows you to see. Maybe 
bring a blanket. You can hang out 
there forever because there's a pub- 
lic bathroom in the supermarket and 
you can also buy as many snacks as 
you need. Wax poetic and pay atten- 
tion to how they interpret beauty, 
your observations, and how they de- 
scribe their relationship with art and 
creation. 


3) Go to the damn beach! | know it’s 
cold and windy this time of year, but 
the beach is fantastic in autumn, and 
free, and there’s no people. Maybe 
y'all have a dog or two and you can 
watch the dogs play in the surf. 


We're having an Open House 
on Thursday October 13, 2016! 


6:30 - Snacks 
7:00 - Presentation 
For location please RSVP to: 


rgphillychapter@gmail.com 


Bike-O-Palooza Auction! 


2501 E. Ontario St - Nov. 4 at 69m 
The weekend of the Philadelphia Bike Expo 
Via Bicycle 
is downsizing 
before moving. 
Come and get 
AMAZING DEALS 
on rare, vintage, 


esoterica and 
ephemera 


hey now! Fre 
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bikes and accessories for the "cycling lifestyle" 


Unique Wares By 
West PHILADELPHIA 


CREATIVE MAKERS 


5009 BALTIMORE AVENUE 
215.471.7700 VIXEMPORIUM.COM 


PICKUP IN KENSINGTON OR WEST PHILLY! 
MEAT + VEGETARIAN » VEGAN SHARES 
SOUP & BREAD » COFFEE + CHEESE SHARES 


GREESCRIWES A, 


CITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE 


RI 
BECOME A MEMBE 
15 OFF WINTER CSA" 


15% | 
USE CODE WCSAEARLYBIRD(G AT ONLINE CHECKOUT BY 10. iH 


*RESTRICTIONS 
B\ VALIO WITH OTHER 
OFFERS. 


GREENSGROW.ORG/CSA 


We make bags. 


Right here. 
Philly. 


| reloadbags.com 


And sometimes 
we put cats on them, 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


Y ELBAR 
PERIOD PALS 


is back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send in as 
many as you like. 


ne 


Small-batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


Around Town 
guy- The truth is poetry, and nobody 
likes poetry. 


In the Next Room 
guy- Dammit! | dropped my chicken 
skin in the pissing sink. 


15 & Chestnut 

dad to plus-sized daughter deject- 
edly sucking at the straw of a Wendy's 
cup- Fast food's in your blood--you 
can't help it. 


Loco Pez 
guy to gal on first date- Wanna go in 
on a mausoleum with me? 


Outside a Vape Shop 

guy- | like to hit them with, "Are you a 
beaver, because DAMN." 

guy 2- You really say that? 
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Journal Madness 
with David Otter 
October 9, 2016 


Ok that’s it. I’ve had enough of this silly 
weekly journal segment. 


It's a clean, long-slant sunny afternoon. 
It's a big tall windy sailing ship of a day. It’s 
the kind of day that gives me life and re- 
charges me. I'm sitting at the bar in Loco 
Pez, slowly eating a burrito and drinking 
a beer. The burrito is delicious but I’m not 
sure if I’m going to be able to finish it be- 
cause | popped a 30 milligram fast-acting 
Adderall pill before | left my house and 
already my stomach is constricting and 
shuddering, throwing handfuls of wet 
confetti up into my skull. 


| brought an old journal with me, arbi- 
trarily selected from my bookshelf, to pick 
an entry for this segment, and the first one 
| landed on was almost verbatim one of 
the other entries I’ve already published. | 
thought | must be mistaken, but | checked 
it against the old issue, and sure enough, 
there | was, 3 years earlier and half a coun- 
try away, realizing some lesson that | guess 
| eventually forgot and then relearned. 
Something about trying to make love stay. 
Something | never learned how to do de- 
spite writing exhaustively about it for over 
half my life. So that’s garbage. 


| went back on my promise of printing 
the first arbitrarily chosen entry and chose 
a second, and the bottom fell out of my 
perfect day. There, in inkily scratched crow 
in the snow footsteps paced the version of 
me that is a demon—the version | try to 
forget about. | can tell by my scrawl how 
drunk | was, slurred and sloshing, 15 beers 
in love with the world, dark-eyed and fire- 


Around Town 

gal to her mother- Every time he 
gets his hair cut he sends me like, 30 
pictures...and every haircut is like, the 
same one. 


Tourist addressing Moriarty's 
person- Is this authentic? | think it is. 


Shot Tower 
gal- | just read this book and now I'm 
not sure if I've ever had sex. 


South Street 
guy 1- Why isn't candy still a thing? | 


miss candy. 
guy 2- I'm pretty sure candy is still a 
thing. 


guy 1- Yeah, but like, not REALLY. 


2" *’Butour# inyour phone! "s 
>. 4 send in the good bits: *: 
° soceee text 603 203 4766 |... 


mouthed, stinking of old body and gin 
sweat. There amidst a storm of self pity, 
mixed metaphors, run-on sentences, con- 
demnations of others, and terrible story 
ideas, was the pilfered credit card informa- 
tion of a gal | loved very much. 16 digits, 
expiration date, billing zip, cvv code. | had 
scrawled them in a drawing of a pane of 
glass, above a plaque that read, “For Emer- 
gencies Only.’ Funny guy. 


| never used those numbers. The card 
is mega expired now, and | guess | never 
came against an emergency worth selling 
my soul to solve. And that gal is now dead. 
But dammit. There it is. There | am. 


| don’t know what to say. | don’t know 
what to feel. Somewhere inside of me 
there is a terrible, terrible person. So I’m 
done looking at and sharing old journal 
entries for now. This is getting kind of old 
and redundant anyway, isn't it? 


No, it doesn’t feel correct to say that 
somewhere inside of me there is a terrible, 
terrible person. That seems like dodg- 
ing responsibility, like it’s someone else. 
Rather, I’m standing on a precarious pile 
of lessons learned, forgotten, relearned, 
reforgotten, an endless spiral staircase of 
Samsara buried under the flowery veneer 
of psudopoetic caterwauling. So whatever. 
I'll sum up all of my journals for you then 
we can be done with it. 


David meets an awesome person. They 
come to love him. He drinks too much. He 
fucks it up slowly and painfully. He runs 
away. He writes about things that sunlight 
does. He starts a story. He abandons a story. 
He's sad that he's alone. He meets an awe- 
some person. He buys an instrument that he 
never learns to play. Forever. And forever. 
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across 


1. Parts of an archipelago 
6. Popular North American flower 


10. 
14. 
. Dispatched 
16. 
WA 
19} 
20. 
Alls 
22. 
23 
25% 

. Easy gait 
30. 
32% 
35: 
39; 


15 


40 


A type of trick 
Smoker's throat hole 


Type of sword 

To make lawful 

Your proper noun 
Makes you puke 
Fasten with thread 
Svelte 

Plastic fiber material 
Gives warmth to 


Beyond sight 

An aperture 
Sincere conviction 
Darwin's ship 


. Evening party 
41. 
43. 
AA, 
46. 
47. 
50. 
53° 

. Be unwell 
Sy 
60. 
61. 
63. 

. Santo candle 
65. 

. Solid ballistic projectile 
67. 
. Bifurcate 


To ask in a ‘35 across’ way 
Renters 

Loss of power 

In order to prevent 
Involuntary contraction 

Leg sheaths 

Disease that attacks immunity 


Response 

XXXI x Il = 

Orchestrate and oversee 
Not a girl not yet a woman 


Ankle bone 


Info 


@ 6 
Tawa Tine 


1- Name the most famous child.of. Rhea and. Cronus: 


2- How old was James Dean when he died? 
3- Who was the:author of Gone With the Wind? 
4- What was The Elephant Man's name? 


1. lreland is the emerald one 
2. Flower support 
3. Where Lincoln was shot 
4. Create and discharge 
5. Smooth, glossy fabric 
6. Belief 
7. A rational motive 
8. A strong presence 
9. Steep in agitation 
10. 100th anniversary 
11. It’s APARA. Like, a pair of, maybe? That's 
the best | could do. Freebie! 
12. To surrender a payment 
13. Considers 
18. Covered in rime 
24. Drag around 
25. Long-necked bird 
26. Popular piercing location 
27. Within business hours 
28. Moss fuel 
29. Consumingly interesting 
31. Without resistance 
. Lowest part of the small intestine 
. Swell! Cool! 
. Sea eagle 
. Collections 
. Measure the purity of something 
42. Type of pudding 
43. The basis of our number system 
45. Clumsy oaf 
47. Can lead to high blood pressure 
48. Basic unit of programmable color 
49. Farewell 
51. Just a smidge 
52. Fits of irritation 
54. Corrosive 
56. Audible break 
57. A Trump promise 
58. Decorative case 
59. A musical pause 
62. Ribonucleic acid 


5- Hydrosis is a common function of the body, more commonly known as: 


ANSWERS ON BACK : 


A foster home provides a safe, loving environment 
for a Cat to live while he or she waits for a permanent 
home. 

You get to have a kitty pal for a while, and know that 
you are doing 4 very good thing, directly helping to 
save a life. 


More foster homes = More cats saved! 


Send us cat photos. If we have room, 
we will print them. The Internet has for 
too long hald a monopoly on this vital 
form of media. 
PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


holly 


cummask.tumblr.com 
insta: cum.mask 


firesheets 


LAST 


TIME’S 


JAM 


